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Keeping Rose, Rose - No matter the size
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief emeritus
“[Everyone] is very protective of
what Rose is... and of what makes
Rose Rose.” - Kristen Loyd, Assistant
Dean of Student Services
Sentiments like Loyd’s are pervasive among the committee of faculty,
students, and staff that are currently
investigating a change in student enrollment at Rose-Hulman. That committee, formed by Jim Goecker,
Vice President for Enrollment
Management, is investigating
what a change in the Hulbert-era
2000 student cap would entail. In
particular, the committee is studying the physical, the economical,
and the intangible concerns that
would be affected by an increase
or decrease in the student enrollment at Rose-Hulman.
Whether the current 2000 student enrollment cap is lowered,
increased, or stays the same, the
committee wants to “lay out clearly for the [Rose] community: here’s
what would happen and here’s what
we would need,” said Christine Buckley, Associate Professor of Applied
Biology and Biomedical Engineering.
That outlay will eventually take the
form of a final report to the Board of
Trustees, which will make the final
decision. According to Goecker, the
committee is currently attempting
to deliver that report by May of this
year; however, that date is subject to

change if more time is needed.
Rose, like many engineering institutions of similar caliber, saw largerthan-average enrollment for the Class
of 2016; at Rose, this has contributed
to a degree of overcrowding. Loyd
points out that the changes caused
by this increased enrollment are not
necessarily indicative of the changes that will result from a planned,
strategic change in size. Likewise,

ily atmosphere.” - Christine Buckley
A more challenging part of the committee’s investigation has been the
“intangibles” - the family atmosphere
and culture that were highlighted by
many of the student responses to a
survey sent out by Kylie McCollum,
Sophomore Class President and committee member. When asked about
that survey, Goecker indicated that

cal and Electrical Engineering major
Katy Dimon, decided that a broader
student survey was necessary to
gauge how Rose’s culture would be
impacted by a change in the student
cap. That survey concluded last Friday with almost 1000 responses. The
pair has not yet fully examined the
results of the survey, but plans to aggregate and assess the responses and
deliver the results of that assessment
to the committee.
“I’m pleased to see more students interested in a Rose-Hulman education... but you couldn’t
give the personal attention that
we give if we were much larger.”
Cary Laxer, longtime faculty
member and Head of the Computer Science and Software Engineering Department
The personal attention that
The committee investigating the implications of changing Rose-Hulman’s Laxer describes has become one
student enrollment have several milestones on the horizon. of the core issues the committee
Alex Mullans • The Rose Thorn is discussing, according to Loyd.
Some members of the Rose comBuckley notes that some of the most many of the survey responses heav- munity, including many respondprominent effects of overcrowding ily emphasized the importance of ents to the student surveys, strongly
are largely physical in nature. With small class sizes, while relatively few believe that Rose will simply not be
strategy and planning, it is “practical responses directly connected student Rose once it passes a certain numand doable” to change the physical enrollment with the family atmos- ber of enrolled students; others feel
size of Rose-Hulman to accomodate phere. However, some students con- that Rose has room to grow as long as
a change in student enrollment. Loyd tinue to feel that the family atmos- maintaining the culture is foremost
agreed, saying that “you can always phere would be at risk if Rose were to in mind when planning that growth.
overcome logistics.”
increase enrollment.
However, all involved parties seem
“If values come from the top...
Two particular students who felt to agree that Rose-Hulman’s culture
[and] everyone’s purpose is the this way, junior Chemistry major - what makes Rose Rose - is of the utsame; that’s what generates the fam- Alex Bledsoe and senior Mechani- most importance to the institute.

Celebrating MLK’s legacy

Campus members share their stories of diversity and acceptance
Alayna McNamara
staff writer

events

On Monday night, a group
of students, faculty, and staff
gathered together to enjoy a
birthday dinner in celebration of Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s life.
The event was organized by
members of the President’s

Advisory Council for Diversity. The head of the Center
for Diversity, Dr. Luanne
Tilstra, made the introductory comments. The dinner was
centered on a common goal
of sharing stories. “Facts explain us, but a story will save
us… true stories fill the spaces that time and distance put
between us,” she said. “We

celebrate MLK Day because it
reminds us not only how far
we have come, but how far we
still have left to go, and stories will fill the gaps that develop when we focus on our
differences.”
During the dinner, four
stories were told by members
of the RHIT community.
First, Angelica Cox, a Rose-

Hulman sophomore, told her
story in between a recitation
of Terre Haute poet Max Ehrmann’s “Desiderata.” Once
she decided to take advanced
classes during her secondary schooling, Cox recalled
“I would be lucky if I saw
one or two other black people besides myself. It upset
me, that difference.” Further

Mr. Rose

Synthetic Biology Seminar

Come find out who will be the next
Prince Charming.

Learn something new about the latest
in synthetic biology.

Hatfield Hall, January 25, 8:30 p.m.

Stress Management Seminar
Learn how to manage the stress of balancing a busy life.

Kahn Room, January 30, 2:30 p.m.

GM Room, January 31, 6:30 p.m.

Chili Cook-Off
‘Tis the season for a bowl of delicious
chili!

Hulman Union, January 29

pondering her situation, Cox
ended her story by considering where she would be without the work of those like
King, “I would not be here
at Rose-Hulman getting an
education. People would not
have believed that I had a
right to be here.”
Continued on page 3

sports
Engineer Invitational
January 26 - 12 p.m.
Women’s BB vs. Mount St. Joseph

January 26 - 1 p.m.
Men’s BB vs. Mount St. Joseph

January 26 - 3 p.m.
Women’s BB vs. Anderson
January 30 - 7:30 p.m.
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We are Rose-Hulman’s independent student
newspaper. We keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and
dependable source for news and information.
Katrina Brandenburg • editor-in-chief
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Richard House • adviser
Katie Dial • writer
Garrett Meyer • writer
Ashton Wagner • writer
Claire Stark • writer
Thomas Dykes • writer
Jesse Sestito • writer
Alayna MacNamara • writer
Rose Reatherford • writer

Issues of The Rose Thorn are published on the first through ninth Fridays of each
academic quarter.
Weekly meetings occur at 5:15 p.m. on the first through ninth Wednesdays of each
academic quarter. All members of the Rose-Hulman community are welcome to
attend.
Submission of articles, photographs, art, and letters to the editor is encouraged. Submissions may be made by email to thorn@rose-hulman.edu or in person to Hulman
Memorial Union room 249. The submission deadline is 5:00 p.m. Wednesday.
The rights to accept submissions or changes made after the deadline, to include
submissions in the online edition at thorn.rose-hulman.edu, to edit submissions
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submissions deemed inappropriate for print are reserved by the editors.
Letters to the Editor should be no longer than 600 words in length and must
contain the writer’s (electronic) signature.
The views expressed herein are those of their respective authors and, with the
exception of the Staff View, do not necessarily represent the views of the staff or
the Rose-Hulman community.
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News

MLK, from page 1

CSSE professor Dr. Nadine Shillingford
spoke next. Raised on the small island of
Dominica, Shillingford told the story of her
long road to obtaining a Ph.D. in Computer
Science and the cultural barriers she had
to cross. “Diversity is not limited to just
race,” she said, as she talked about differences in culture and ethnicity can also place
a role. She challenged everyone in the room
to “take the opportunity to shatter shallow
stereotypes and unleash the best in all of
us.”
Thirdly, ECE professor Dr. Carlotta Berry
spoke about her journey toward a Ph.D.,
highlighting the value she continues to find
in her education. “Just because it’s hard
doesn’t mean it’s impossible,” Berry said
about her journey. “Create more of me, and
make engineering education look like the

world.”
The final story and closing remarks were
given by Associate Director of Admissions
and Multicultural Recruitment Dexter Jordan. He gave a trilogy of stories revealing
the prevalence of racism still today. On the
matter, Jordan cautioned everyone to be
aware of all situations, stating that, “at the
most unexpected time, racism and prejudice can rear its ugly head. He spoke about
King’s work in breaking the barriers between people, quoting King when he said “I
cannot be everything I can be until you can
be everything you can be.”
Jordan closed the dinner, but it did not
end the celebration of King and the furthering of his mission. Events to remind campus of King’s message continued throughout the week.

Students compete in
the “Greatest Floor”

3

News Briefs
Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor emeritus

Three wounded in Texas college shooting
Though still under investigation by the Harris County
Sheriff’s Office, police reported that three individuals had
been injured in Tuesday’s shooting at Lone Star College in
Houston, Texas. The shooting reportedly began following
an argument between two men, at least one of whom was
armed. The two men were wounded by gunfire and were
being detained in a local hospital. 22-year-old Carlton
Berry was identified as the shooter in the incident and has
been charged with aggravated assault after also wounding
a maintenance worker who remains in stable condition,
with treatment, after being struck in the leg. Though not
yet determined to be a direct victim of the shooting, a female student was treated in a local hospital after suffering
a heart attack at or near the scene of the incident. The
campus reopened Wednesday while investigation continued.
Te’o admits to lying about hoax
For the second time in the past week, Notre Dame linebacker Manti Te’o has publicly admitted to lying about
the hoax involving the death of his fake girlfriend. Te’o
claimed in an interview on Thursday with Katie Couric
that while he believed his proposed girlfriend Lennay
Kekua had died as the result of leukemia complications
following a car accident, he found out in early December
that the real Kekua was still alive; Te’o reported he felt he
had no choice but to keep the story going. Though the two
had never met, Te’o was convinced Kekua was his girlfriend prior to his passing. Her death, which had originally been reported to have occurred the same day as Te’o’s
grandmother, was the impetus for an inspirational story
the media blew up as Notre Dame made a historic football
run last year.
Architect planning to build home using 3D printer
Dutch architect Janjaap Ruijssenaars is planning to build
his “Landscape House” more than slightly differently than
the typical home. Amounting to a cost between $5 million
and $6 million, Ruijssenaars wants to print the house using 3-D printing technology. A typical 3-D printer will of
course not suffice for the task, but the D-Shape free form
printer will be utilized to form sand into a marble-like
material comprising the building’s structure. Despite its
name, the “Landscape House” will likely not be the home
for any family but is designed as a continuous loop structure which a Brazilian art owner is planning to fill with
native art.

Students participated this weekend in several events to be the “Greatest Floor.” After 24 hours of competition, Percopo 0/1 came out on top.
Alla Letfullina and Elena Chong • The Rose Thorn
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Entertainment
I
few bright spots to enjoy in this dull dlc
“ME3: Omega Mission” dissapoints in one way or another

ssue

Kevin Weaver
entertainment editor

There’s a lot to be said
about “Mass Effect 3” recently. It’s been called the best
of the series while simultaneously being blamed with
one of the worst endings in
gaming history. EA and Bioware are doing a lot to make
up for the recent drop in
marketing with higher quality DLC’s, free online classes, and promises of more to
come. That’s what makes
the “Omega Mission” DLC
such a disappointment.
What EA and Bioware
hoped to achieve with “The
Leviathan” and “Omega
Mission” was a pullback for
fans that were disappointed with the original game
storyline. Both focused a
lot on the story of the universe, both explaining lost
asked questions and putting
to rest hundreds of theories. “Leviathan” did just
that. “Omega Mission” just

”

leaves more
questions
than answers.
You
start
off by contacting
the
exiled queen
of
Omega,
Aria.
She
wants
you,
and only you,
to help her
fight her way
back into the
pirate capital
of the galaxy.
That’s a hook,
and it works.
Believe
me
with all that
you are that
fighting sideby-side with
someone the
game calls a “Biotic Boss”
is fun. Aria has some insanely overpowered biotics, like Flare, which fans
have started calling Super
Warp. Her commentary is
even more amazing, probably because it’s all
deprecating comments from the
voice of Trinity.
That is where
the fun ends.
The game depends so heavily
on Aria’s powers
that they don’t
spend
a
great

That’s where
the fun ends.

deal of time making you fall
in love with the rest of the
DLC. They introduce a new
character, a female Turian
named Nyreen, and she basically plays the role of foil
to Aria. You get the feeling quickly, and frequently,
that she’s there just to juxtapose every decision Aria
makes. No matter what you
do, you are either for Aria or
for Nyreen, never yourself.
You’re being led, but not
really allowed to choose.
They introduce a few
new enemies as well, but
you might as well still be

shooting at Banshees and
Cerberus Troopers with
the way they act. Honestly, this was disappointing to me, considering how
I see newer and cooler enemies in the multiplayer,
but for some reason, don’t
even make a cameo here.
“Mass Effect 3: Omega
Mission” is an unfortunately disappointing DLC to an
already shaky game. There
has been a lot of hope, love,
hate, and disappointment
surrounding the trilogy ending game, but “Omega Mission” doesn’t do anything

15

reimarufiles.com
more than just buffer a few
hours into it. Without Aria,
it would be hard to even
call it a proper DLC. This is
only worth a look if you’re a
gamer that gets into the universe to the extreme. Otherwise, it’s impermeable.
Rating: 2/5 Elephants.

timegate’s “Section 8” offers something else
An older game that still stands as something different

Kyle Bristol • guest writer

“Section 8” is a little known
Indy Massively Multiplayer
Online First Person Shooter
(MMOFPS). This is one of my
personal favorite games designed for the computer and
is available pretty cheaply
on Steam. In “Section 8” you
take the role of a futuristic space marine. The campaign is well-written and fun
to play, despite being short.

The game instead focuses on
its well-developed and varied
online game modes. The primary game mode is a series
of different protect, assassinate, capture, and defend
objectives that forces you to
constantly adapt your strategy and rewards not only for
kills, but for advancing the
team score through other objectives. The game suffers due
to its very low player base,

but AI intelligence is so welldesigned that you’ll never be
sure if the player that just
gunned you down was a computer or a human.
In this fantasy world, all
soldiers are equipped with
a special suit of armor. This
suit, your weapons, and your
tools are fairly customizable
with more powerful options
unlocking as you rank up.
Multiplayer in “Section 8” has

”

the single best
spawn system
I have ever
seen in a videogame.
You
pick a spot anywhere on the
map and air
drop in. You
can drop on an
enemy’s head
to kill him, or
you can slow your drop early
to allow fine control and land
on the top of a mountain to
achieve that perfect sniping position. As a countermeasure, if you are capturing an enemy base, you can
purchase an AA turret with
money you’ve earned from
kills to prevent the opposing
team from spawning on top of
you and your teammates. Jetpacks are standard, but every
suit comes with an auto-targetting system you can use
once a minute to remove their
advantage. It’s a nice helper,
but doesn’t last long enough
for it to be a crutch. Sprinting
allows you to move so fast that
enemies can’t target you, and
you can charge right through
enemy lines. Just make sure
you don’t run into a wall and
get stopped, as it forces you

This is the single
best spawn system
ever seen.
to sheath your gun. You earn
money throughout the game
which can be spent on vehicles, turrets, and other similar
advantages that can give you
and your team a leg up.
Pros: Very well balanced
system. Amazing power suit
design. Constantly changing combat field. Cons: Low
player base. Sprinting can
sometimes catch on invisible
bumps and get you killed.
Short campaign.
In summary: “Section 8” is
an extremely fun shooter and
very cheap purchase. The biggest issue is the low player
base, but as you start playing
it, so will others.
Rating: 4/5 Elephants

Shopping
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What you need to know about fish care
Rose Reatherford • staff writer
Let’s face it: Pets are adorable. However, having pets in a dorm on a college schedule can be a
bit more of a hassle. So, a lot of people on campus turn to fish as their dorm pet of choice. What
many people may not realize is that they may be
abusing or neglecting their little dorm buddy.
Fish cannot show suffering like cats or dogs, but it
does not mean they feel it any less than other animals. It also does not mean that a person is awful for not knowing these things. When people get
into fish-keeping as a hobby, they quickly discov-

”

They discover that
most products lie.
er that most aquarium products lie. The average
person won’t know to watch out for these things
and may unknowingly purchase something harmful or even deadly. Many aquarium companies do
not care about the health of the fish or how humane their products are, they are simply trying to
sell a product. Some research outside of pet stores
and the back of aquarium products is required to
ensure the best care of your little friend.
Some popular products to avoid are fish bowls
and tanks labeled for betta fish use. While fish
bowls can sometimes be a perfectly good home
for certain fish, they are not ideal for your average Rose student. They require near daily water

changes (This can sometimes
take a half an hour!) and you
will always have to worry about
ammonia levels and temperature control. You should also
avoid goldfish. Contrary to
popular belief, goldfish require
a large amount of space.
When you are a college student, it is best to choose a
hardy fish. All fish will require
some work. This includes at
least weekly water changes,
daily feeding, and
a day-night cycle which should
include at least
eight hours of
light.
However,
you should always
research a fish
before you purchase it, as with
any new pet. You
often cannot trust
pet store employees, as they are
shuffled around and not properly trained before
being forced to take up a certain position. It’s best
to stick to a filtered, five to 10 gallon tank.
A hardy fish that I would highly recommend
for a dorm companion is the betta fish. They are
very active fish and have unique personalities and
quirks. However, they are tropical fish and do require heated water in the upper 70’s and nothing
below 75 degrees. Lack of heated water will lead
to fatty tissue degeneration, which is the number
one killer of betta fish. Never place two male betta
fish in the same tank. They will kill each other.
For this reason, you should avoid colorful decora-

5

The betta fish can be a good starter for
those looking into building an aquarium.
Bethany Martin • Rose Reatherford
tions, as your betta will think it is another betta
and become stressed. Plastic plants should also be
avoided as they will shred their delicate fins.
The best place in Terre Haute to buy fish is a local aquarium named Inland Aquatics, which you
can find more information about at www.inlandaquatics.com. They also sell many live plants and
driftwood (makes for a beautiful, natural tank).
The best place, I’ve found, to buy cheap aquarium equipment is Wal-mart. The best place for
more decorations and choices thereof would be
a national pet store chain such as Petsmart or
Petco.

To write for Living email us at thorn-living@rose-hulman.edu!

Reasons to shop online

Casey Langdale • staff writer

Like most people, I have been shopping before. I know right? The one difference between
myself and most people is that I can’t stand being in a store for more than five minutes, especially not when everyone keeps talking about
what prices are.
The thing is now matter how much you save
when something is on sale it is still spending.
When something
is on sale, like say a
new chair for $125 it
does not matter how
much it used to cost,
the fact is that when
you buy it you have
just spent $125, plus
tax. Yes, if the chair
had previously cost
over $300 it was
probably a great
deal, but the fact is
that unless you truly needed, or were going to
get anyway you are still losing money.
Of course, there are other reasons to hate
shopping, such as the people. I’m from a relatively large city myself so my personal opinion may not be valid, but when I have to drive
around looking for a parking space for twenty
minutes, only to have some forty year old parent scream profanities at me as they drive by for
“stealing” their parking space I find it hard to
work up the nerve to go into a Best Buy. But
the when I get inside the store is almost always
packed. It’s full of little children running in
circles in the video games section and begging
mommy or daddy to buy “Grand Theft Auto

IV”. All I can do at this point is walk away shaking
The only thing that is worse is when I decide
to go from the Best Buy to the Sports’ Authority so I can get new running shoes. Normally I
know exactly what model I would like to get because they are one of three that fit my feet perfectly. As you can imagine when I get there that
specific type of shoe is the one type that I cannot
find, so I have to try find something else that

Just return it

Bethany Martin • living editor

Remember that awful shirt in the back of your closet that you
bought because it was all the rage and you just never wore it?
You had a fleeting thought of returning it, but that meant dealing with customer service and driving all the way to the store.

”

...it is better than the
All I can do at this point punishment of wearing it

”

is walk away shaking
kind of fits, but not quite. So then, the next time
I go to get shoes, that last kind I bought is also
gone. In short, it just gets harder and harder to
find what I am looking for every single time.
For me, whenever I have gone shopping it has always been a steady stream
of disappointments failures and challenges which I would like to just avoid.
Unfortunately my only reward for putting up with this at the checkout is getting to give someone else my money. But
this is just my experience, and hey if you
have a town where all the stores aren’t
jam packed full of people and can enjoy
the experience more power to you.

It wasn’t worth it. And now, that thing is just taking up space
in your closet when the money you spent on it should have
gone towards things like your mother’s birthday present.
There is a difference between trying to return a gift and
something that you spent your or your parents own hard
earned money on. If you don’t like it and the return policy is
still valid, put returning it at the top of your to-do list. But
if it was an obnoxious sweater that you got as a high school
graduation gift from your elderly grandmother, you should
probably keep, if only so that you have something to wear to
family gatherings. That is the only reason to hesitate on returning an item of clothing or any other atrocious thing you
have acquired.
Always keep track of the return policy. You never know
when those jeans you bought will look so much worse in the
daylight instead of a trendy store’s dark fitting rooms. Never
be afraid to talk to a customer service representative they are
there to help you. Even if you only get in-store credit for
your unattractive clothing, it is better than the punishment
of wearing it.

Opinions
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The other side of the desk

Corey Taylor
faculty writer
My business—or “industry,” if you like—consists in
large part of writing. I assign and evaluate writing
in all my courses, and I do
a decent amount of it in my
professional life (conference
papers and other scholarly
endeavors, emails to students and colleagues, letters
of recommendation, Thorn
columns, etc.). I also read,
review, and respond to the
writing of my peers.
I don’t purport to have
a corner on the market,
as a teacher, a critic, or a
sometimes-writer.
Being
immersed in writing isn’t
unique to English professors, or for that matter to
the humanities and social
sciences. In fact, one of the
things I admire about RoseHulman is how much writing
my colleagues across disciplines incorporate into their
courses.
Frequently, I have serious and humorous conversations about writing with
colleagues in my own and
other departments. I have
also helped incorporate more
writing tasks and instruction into some engineering
courses. I must confess that
prior to arriving at Rose I
sometimes used to think that
written expression, expository or creative, didn’t matter much to non-humanists.
It makes me happy to know
that amongst most faculty
members here, writing—and,
for that matter, communication of all kinds—matters a
great deal.
While courses in the HSS
department rely on writing more than most others,
it’s not a stretch to say that
writing is pervasive at RoseHulman. Students have to
write and, in most cases, are
expected to write well. Some
enjoy it, some tolerate it, and
some hate it, which makes
writing like most other academic tasks. Not everyone is
going to like it or be good at
it. Students, your professors
realize this.
Here’s something else we
realize: You can’t escape writing. It’s necessary to engage
with the writing process and
a variety of writing tasks in
humanistic, scientific (social
and natural), and engineer-

ing contexts in order to be a
successful and well-rounded
student and, eventually, an
effective
professional—no
matter the profession. There
is no such thing as a perfect
writer, and if you strive for
perfection you run the risk
of self-paralysis, not to mention disappointment. However, there is such a thing as
honing a skill set. Although
you can improve your writing
over ten weeks, proficiency
in writing is developed over
years.
You don’t have to be an
English major to realize the
beauty, utility, and importance of writing—or to be a
good writer. It helps to be an
avid reader and a frequent
writer, but there’s no denying that in academic and professional contexts, writing is
a fundamental, portable, and
practical skill.
Still, I sometimes wonder
if there’s more we could do
as an institute to promote a
culture of writing, or at least
to show that we value it.
Sure, we have an excellent
newspaper, a dynamic literary and visual arts magazine, and yearly HSS essay
awards. Almost every student has to take two required
writing courses to graduate,
and writing assignments cut
across disciplines. We tout
the numerous accomplishments of our students—as
well we should—but I can’t
shake the sense that writing
is sometimes viewed as a bit
player when it should have a
leading role.
For example, no student
enrolled here had to write
an application essay to earn
admittance. We erroneously
use this fact to promote the
college to prospective students. Once admitted, some
(by no means all) students
select electives based on how
little writing is required.
Then there’s the thought,
which manifests itself in different ways, that writing can
be fudged because it is only
necessary for certain kinds
of classes. “Oh, that’s what
they do over there. Just
take a couple of courses and
you’ll be done with that writing thing.” This is the wrong
message to send and the
wrong attitude to adopt.
To write clearly means to
think clearly. To convey complex technical or scientific
concepts to a wide audience
means to understand those
concepts and their broad importance to society. To articulate a unique interpretation
of a text means to persuade
others that your ideas have
merit. Do these things well
and you will be surprised at
what avenues will open for
you.
Now, if you’ll excuse me,
I have essays to grade and
a conference abstract to revise.

Issue 15

A Brazilian’s view on rose
Livia Tosta • guest writer
Rose-Hulman is completely different from my college
in Brazil. It starts with the
fact that students can live on
campus and ends with one
of the most effective ways of
teaching I have ever seen.
The first thing that caught
my attention when I arrived
here was the size of the campus and its prettiness. I like
animals and nature in general, and it’s funny for me
because in Brazil, we usually
don’t have squirrels and raccoons. It was the first time
that I’ve ever seen these
animals. When I first saw a
squirrel, it reminded me of
the cartoon “Chip ‘n’ Dale,”
which I used to watch when
I was a child.
The infrastructure of the
campus is impressive. The
academic buildings are really good: the classrooms
are comfortable, the labs are
well-constructed, the auditoriums, the study rooms,
everything is perfect. The
recreational infrastructure
of the campus gives students
a lot of possibilities to exercise: the SRC and the tennis
and volleyball courts are my
favorites.
Another interesting char-

acteristic for me is the fact
that students can live on
campus, which is not common in Brazil. I was used to
living with my parents and
going to my college either by
car, which took me approximately twenty minutes, or by
bus, which took me almost
an hour. Living on campus
is much better because it is
easier (and faster) to go to
classes, library, gym, etc. In
addition to these advantages,
the dorms are very comfortable and the housekeepers
make me feel as if I were
back at my home in Brazil.
The dedication of the professors to the students is
amazing, and for me, one of
the most impressive characteristics of the teaching
model at Rose is the close
relationship between students and professors, which
is not common for colleges
in Brazil. It is really helpful and makes you feel more
comfortable and self-confident when you need to talk
to them to clarify any doubt
about homework or exams.
A second and really interesting point is the reduced
number of students per class.
In Brazil, I was used to having classes with at least forty
students in most of the cours-

es, even in the more specific
courses that I took. I would
say that taking classes with
only a few students is much
better because it makes me
more attentive to the subject that is being taught. On
the other hand, I believe it is
better for the professor too,
because the probability that
the students will stop paying attention to the subject is
smaller.
The only disadvantage,
which I believe to be more a
cultural aspect of the United
States than a particular characteristic of Rose, is the fact
that we must buy our own
books for each of the courses
that we are taking, and they
are really expensive. Usually
in Brazil, we don’t need to
buy books because you can
find them in the libraries in
your college.
Studying at Rose for one
year is one of the greatest
experiences I have ever had,
not only because of the language that I am practicing
and learning, but mainly because of the new culture that
I am in contact with all of
the time and the new friends
that I am making here, too. I
can honestly say that RoseHulman will change my life
forever.

Mastering Physics: Advance in Desocializing?
Jessica Reames • editor emeritus
Spencer Carver • guest writer
The Rose-Hulman Physics
Department has adopted the
Mastering Physics program
and e-textbook for use in the
freshman physics curriculum. This software has advantages and disadvantages.
Students currently enrolled
in physics courses and the
tutors who assist them when
they get stuck have a lot to
say about Mastering Physics.
According to the
website for the computer application Mastering Physics, the
program facilitates individualized tutoring,
improved learning and
grades, and provides
insight for professors
into their students’
performance.
While
this is certainly a possible outcome of applying
the program in a course setting, speaking with RoseHulman students seems to
portray the opposite effect.
“There is no professor-student interaction and the
program is all or nothing”,
says Ethan Hixon, a supervisor at the Learning Center,
“there are few hints, and often times the ones provided
are unhelpful.”
The homework questions
are immediately graded,
which eliminates the need to
hire graders, but the submission system is really picky

about syntax, notation, and
significant figures. From
Carver’s experience working
with the program, the hints
are certainly a problem, but
the bigger problem is the
system’s answer system. Entering a value even slightly
wrong (e.g. p1 instead of p1)
gets marked wrong without
any indication of why, or
sometimes worse, with the
message “the answer does
not rely on the variable: p1.”
Not only are these situations
incredibly detrimental to
the students, they are also

”

and in class have very little
in common with the homework problems assigned.
While the customization
provided by the program can
be beneficial to professors,
improper use can also cause
the program to function
worse than normal. “Some
teachers mark off points for
each wrong answer tried,
and some completely forbid students to see the correct answer, even if they
have used all their attempts”
notes Jessica Reames, another Learning Center supervisor. While
the former is not
a problem, the
latter completely
negates the ‘resource’ aspect of
the program.
Mastering
Physics
seems
like it could be
a great resource
in the right setting. As it is still a relatively
new piece of software in the
Rose-Hulman curriculum,
it is expected to be buggy. These bugs need to be
ironed out quickly and some
of the other features of the
program should be utilized
like the interactive tutorials,
real world simulations, the
ActivePhysics applets, and
the math review. This would
improve the experience and
education of all the students who pass through the
freshman physics courses at
Rose-Hulman.

There is no professor-

student interaction... all
or nothing
very common.
On top of this, many of
the questions provided by
the program are purposely
vague as a way to test if a student understands the concepts or simply only knows
how to read an equation
sheet. While this is a common technique and can be
incredibly useful in the right
setting, it becomes a glaring
problem in Mastering Physics. The book is not as easy
to navigate as is claimed on
the Mastering Physics website, and many times the
examples given in the book
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Buzzer beater stuns the Beavers

Engineers complete sweeps of Bluffton, Manchester
Kurtis Zimmerman
news editor emeritus
Down three, the Engineers
were a couple seconds away
from suffering their second
conference loss of the season and giving up sole possession of their spot atop the
HCAC standings.
But when you put the ball
in the hands of 1,000-point
club member Austin Weatherford, two seconds is plenty
of time to get a good – well,
apparently good enough –
look at the basket. As time
expired from the game clock,
the buzzer was drowned out
by the roar of the crowd as
the well-defended threepointer soared over the head
of the Bluffton defender and
swished through the net to
force overtime.
The Engineers fed off the
momentum to decide the
game in overtime, outscoring the Beavers 10-7 to grab
their 13th win in 14 games,
outfighting
a
stunned
Bluffton team for the 67-64
victory.
Weatherford led all scorers with 19 points, and junior
Julian Strickland followed
closely with 15 points and
four assists. The remaining
starters provided key points,

as junior James Pillischafske added seven, and seniors
Brenton Balsbaugh and Jon
Gerken each put up six.
Senior Nate Gissentanner came off the bench with
nine points, and junior Alec
Houpt provided even more
depth with five points and a
pair of rebounds.
The win wasn’t typical
for the No. 1 defense in the
nation, as the Beavers outscored the Engineers’ average scoring defense by
nearly 20 points, but lastsecond buckets are starting
to look common for the history-making squad. Early in
the season, Gerken put up a
buzzer-beating layup to top
Hanover 62-61.
Weatherford’s
crowdrocking trey can be viewed
online at the Rose-Hulman
Athletics website and is also
featured on D3Hoops.com’s
collection of buzzer beaters.
Following the exhilarating
win, the Engineers continued their run of three consecutive home games with
their second matchup of the
season against Manchester.
The game was a battle
from beginning to end, but
the Engineers reclaimed the

lead five minutes into the
second half and held on to
top the Spartans 55-53.
Strickland led all scorers with 15 points, and
Balsbaugh was key inside
with 11 points and eight rebounds.
The pair of wins pushed
the Engineers to 10-1 in the
HCAC; Rose-Hulman retains a one-game lead over
Transylvania and Hanover in league standings
and would clinch a spot in
the postseason conference
tournament with a win on
Saturday against College of
Mount St. Joseph.
But, the Engineers are on
a roll, looking to lock down
the regular season title and
the opportunity to host the
tournament as well. Matchups on the road against
Transylvania and Hanover
in February will be pivotal
in securing the title as the
regular season comes to a
close.
Saturday’s Senior Day
game will tip off following
the women’s contest in Hulbert Arena, as Rose-Hulman
looks to sweep College of
Mount St. Joseph who they
toppled on the road earlier
this month with a 52-36
win.

Creasy
Clauser
Eric Abegglen • staff writer
Senior Creasy Clauser was
one of two Rose-Hulman
seniors to earn the Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference Track and Field Athlete of the Week honors. Also
winning was Greg Larmore
for his league best toss of 53’
3.5” in the weight throw competition. Clauser was named
the HCAC Women’s Track
Athlete of the Week for her
stellar performance at the
Friday Night Invitational,
winning the 200-meter dash
in a time of 27.18 seconds.
She also helped Rose-Hulman sweep two relay events
at the event. Clauser was
part of a 4-x-200 meter relay
team that finished with the
third best time in school history (1:51.70) and helped the
4-x-400 meter relay team
also capture top honors.
Senior biomedical engineering major and applied
biology minor, Creasy Clauser, has thus been named this
week’s Athlete of the Week.

She courteously answered a
few questions for “The Rose
Thorn.”
Rose Thorn: What first
led you to start competing in
track and field?
Creasy Clauser: I first
started track in field in 7th
grade when my social studies teacher convinced me to
try it, and I haven’t stopped
running since.
RT: How long have you
been competing in track and
field?
CC: This is my 10th season
of track and field.
RT: What is your fondest
memory during your time on
the Rose-Hulman track and
field time?
CC: My fondest memory is
when our women’s team won
the 2011 Indoor Conference
Championship with only 10
girls on our team.
RT: What goes through
your mind leading up to the
start of a race?
CC: While I am waiting
for the gun to go off, I think
through my race strategy

and focus on taking deep
breaths, being relaxed, and
getting a fast start out of the
blocks.
RT:
What is your favorite thing about track and
field?
CC: My favorite thing
about track in field is that
even though you are out
there racing other people,
really your ultimate opponent is yourself. It is a mental and physical sport and
your goal in the end is to run
faster than you have ever
gone before, not just to beat
other people.
RT: What are your hopes
for this season?
CC: I hope to improve
on some of my school records and lead my team to
a second Indoor Conference
championship.
RT: What other activities
are you involved in on campus?
CC: I am in Chi Omega,
Blue Key, Concert Band, and
IVCF, and I also run crosscountry in the fall.

Austin Weathorford drilled a last second threepointer to force overtime versus Bluffton.
Rose-Hulman Athletics

Lady Engineers rebound with sweep
of HCAC foes

Kurtis Zimmerman
news editor emeritus

After suffering three consecutive losses, including two to
the conference’s leaders Transylvania and Hanover, the
Engineer women’s basketball
team bounced back this week
with two defensive stands.
Starting with a 53-47 win over
the Bluffton Beavers last Saturday, the Lady Engineers
held the Manchester Spartans
to just 22.9 percent shooting
in a 39-34 road win.
On Saturday, the Lady Engineers put three players in
double figures while holding
the Beavers to just 33% shooting to earn a convincing conference win. The first half remained close as the two teams
traded baskets for just over
11 minutes, with Rose behind
13-14, but a jumper from Carrie Morris gave the Lady Engineers the lead they would
hold on to for the remaining
28 minutes.
Morris led the team in
scoring with a career-high
14 points, and junior Kelsey
Ploof and fellow freshman Addie Johnson joined her in double figures with 11 points and
10 points, respectively. Ploof
recorded her ninth doubledouble of the season with 10
rebounds.
Sophomores Sheree Williams and Gracie Gibbs were
key off the bench; Williams
added seven points off five of
six from the free throw line,
and Gibbs put up five points
and pulled down eight defensive rebounds.
Following the momentum

boost of a win on Saturday,
the girls travelled to Manchester University for a chance to
redeem their loss to the Spartans at home early in December.
Both teams played heavy
defense in the first half, and
the Lady Engineers edged out
a 15-14 lead after the first 20
minutes of play. In the second
half, the Spartans earned back
a nine-point lead with just under 13 minutes remaining in
the game, but a five-and-a-half
minute 11-0 run gave the edge
to the Engineers at 33-30.
Closing out the game with
six of eight buckets from the
charity stripe, the Lady Engineers returned home with
a 39-34 win to bump them to
8-10 overall and 4-7 in HCAC
play, tied for sixth place in the
conference with Bluffton.
Johnson led all scorers with
12 points off a six-of-nine performance from the free throw
line. Williams put up nine
points, while Ploof, Gibbs, and
freshman Cassidy Cain each
added six to round out the
Engineer scoring effort. Ploof
demonstrated her rebounding
prowess with a demonstrative
16 rebounds, including 14 on
the defensive end.
The Lady Engineers will
compete in two consecutive
home games against Mount St.
Joseph on Saturday and Anderson on Wednesday night
before heading out for three
straight on the road against
HCAC foes.
The annual Breast Cancer
Awareness game will tip off
this Saturday at 1 p.m. in Hulbert Arena at 1 p.m.
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W

acky
prof

quotes

If you set your standards low enough, you
can always find something.
–Dr. Boutell
What if there are no
more girls below my
standards?

Asexual reproduction doesn’t sound any
fun anyhow!
–Dr. Mason
For those of you who
are confused, this is
an intercourse joke.

Top “20” Ten
2. Lync
3. Angel Photo look up
4. Rose Hulman Compliments
5. The Alumni Association

10. Operation Catapult
11. www.richhusbandsintraining.com
12. The Biomed Department
13. Linked In
14. Freshman Orientation

Rose professors
say crazy things.
E-mail them to the
Flipside at thornflipside@rosehulman.edu for a
chance to win a 25$
Visa gift card!

Man Daginot
daginomd@rose-hulman.edu
5500 Wabash Ave.
Terre Haute, IN, 47803

Always apply consistent allignment
Objective

Money, Wemen, Power

Try to include as much
white space as possible.

Education
Bachelor
		
Minor in Miedeval Weaponry
		
bRose Hulman Institute of Technology
		
GPA: Yes
Skills
• Computer: Python, Java, C, C#, C++, VISUALBASIC, MATLAB;
          - I rewrote Portal, Assassins Creed, and Halo in each language
• Languages: Swahili, Russian, French, Brail, Arabic, Gaelic, Navajo
• Martial Arts: Karate, Kung Fu, Jujutsu, T’ai chi ch’uan
• Instruments: Harp, Banjo, Triangle, Marimba, Cow Bell
Include a photo of you
• Deemed the Titanic “Sinkable”
being
a straight up hunk
• Added 50 years to the Mayan Calandar (You’re welcome)
		
Experience
Inventor
        • Craft Macaroni and Cheese
        • The Printing Press
        • The Death Star
        • Ferd Fteenthousand
        • The iPadd
        • Fire... Just call me Prometheus

7. The Floating Dock

9. LOL Message board

I’m going to show
you something really
weird although I imagine you see weirder
things on the internet... you sickos
-Dr. Butske

TUTORIAL TIME!

6. www.lonelyCS.com

8. Outlook address book

In this class, we are
trying to stay in the
universe.
–Dr. Holden
Whatever you do,
just
remember
to
wear your seatbelts.

Have you ever wondered how to design an effective resumé?

Rose-Hulman’s Top Dating Sites
1. Schedule look up page
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Lion Tamer
     • Spent twelve years in African
        Safari taming the great wild felines
     • Experience in exerting my
alpha-male authority over others
CEO

One word experiences

Awards/Activities

Chunk all of your information
into clear and intuitive blocks.

LOL Tournament Champion
WWE World Champion
Heisman Trophy Winner
Pokémon Master:  Defeated Elite Four in multiple combat scenarios
Pulitzer Prize:  Autobiography; “The Life of Man”
Nobel Peace Prize: Extraodinary efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between people
Oscar: Best Actor in a Leading Role; Rango Unchained
Renamed Pluto as an official planet
Never include dates... it
Knighted by Queen Elizabeth
provides an air of mystery
Gold Medal: Summer 2008 Olympics; Sand Volleyball
Purple Heart: Lost left leg in Vietnam

Married to the Sea

15. Fast Track Calculus
16. The Drama Club
17. The Creeper Book
18. BSB 3
19. Skinner Hall
20. Coming Soon... The Rose Thorn
This is the Flipside disclaimer to say that none of this content should be taken seriously. Also, any unattributed content has been written by Dan “Cracker Jack” Maginot. We the flipside often use pseudonyms from time to time... meaning basically every issue. This weeks writers are Man Daginot
(Dan Maginot), who can often be seen flying his infamous air-glider around campus. If you’d like to help put content on this page we’d love to get your jokes, ideas, and satire, and put them up on the page with a smashing pseudonym! If you’re interested, email thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu!

